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Even as a young nation, America has seen a great deal of war, protest, and civil disobedience in the name of freedom.  Our first act of freedom, a forceful declaration, spurred the onset of the Revolutionary War, but this was only the beginning of the American tradition of fighting for freedom.  While one might consider the Declaration of Independence or the later surrender of British troops to be the beginning of freedom in America, it is important to remember that at this time slavery was practiced to great extent throughout the American territories.  No nation that considered itself “free,” where each man is created equal, could continue to exist while people were still enslaved within its borders.  As a testament to this, less than a century later, the bloody Civil War was waged and Lincoln issued the famous Emancipation Proclamation.  When the dust cleared, America had taken one more step toward the freedom of all people, but the law of the land still begrudged certain rights to some people, like women or African Americans.  And so, with due course, began the legacy of peaceful protest in the Twentieth Century United States.  Women’s Rights and Civil Rights rallies and marches were able to peacefully establish the legitimacy of their respective groups and by the middle of the century, all groups were recognized as equal under the law.  

In about two hundred years, the United States advanced dramatically and radically, especially with respect to the scope world history, and rose to be a world superpower and a beacon for freedom in the world.  Surely this kind of progressive and aggressive advancement exhibits the American passion for freedom and our legacy continues as long as we stand for the spread of freedom and the abolition of injustice.


Our nation has been so fortunate and successful that it has become easy to take our freedom for granted while we are home, but unfortunately the world can shockingly remind us of our freedom.  Throughout the course of the years, we have been drawn into conflicts where we saw it as our duty to protect the freedoms of others outside of the United States, not because it was necessary for our citizens, but because it was irrefutably the right thing to do.  While skeptics can criticize our actions, none can doubt the fighting spirit that left our young soldiers on foreign soil, far from home, while defending those who could not do so for themselves.  This is perhaps the greatest price of freedom: the responsibility to uphold it and to extend it to all others in the world.  We cannot simply ignore the proceedings of the world around us as long as our freedoms are secure— this would violate our honor and our ideology.  The phrase “All men are created equal” is intrinsically inclusive, and will not be interpreted in any other way.  Freedom is not a gift.  It is a blessing, an affirmation of ideals, a resolution to justice, and the responsibility of all.
