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My Contributions to the Air Force




     Christina Noche Asuncion

I enjoy putting my extra time in Japan to good use by continuously making contributions to the Air Force community.  Not only does volunteering for numerous events demonstrate that, being a Good Samaritan within and outside the community is pertinent.


I volunteer regularly at the Airman and Family Readiness Center – a center that offers guidance to ease the stresses of deployed spouses, parenting, relocating, financial debt, employment, and more.  In addition, I help with special events, such as: Deployed Spouse Dinner (dinner for spouses with a deployed sponsor) and Give Parents a Break (babysitting).  I am also referred to other base facilities requiring assistance with their activities.


I love being involved in my husband’s Aircraft Maintenance Squadron during fundraisers and potlucks to boost morale.  I’ve participated in the squadrons many fundraisers to help Japanese orphanages, and every year I host Thanksgiving dinner at my house offering a home-cooked meal for single Airmen who haven’t any family to spend the holidays with.  Having demanding jobs with long hours, I try to be as supportive of what they do when given the chance.


Living in a foreign country on a military base can be rough for everyone so I strive to be a Good Samaritan.  From giving someone on the street a lift to the Base Exchange, to babysitting for a neighbor last minute because they were called in suddenly to work.  Along with setting up local fundraisers, I donate to benefit causes like The Red Cross, Church, fundraisers for the Department Of Defense schools, and Girl Scouts.  Also, any Air Force Support program I make use of I handle with care so that it is available to the next beneficiary.  For an example: receiving temporary government furniture and treating it as my own until my items arrive, or donating goods to the base thrift store instead of selling or throwing them away.  Being a Good Samaritan is contagious, it makes our environment less stressful and it comes back around, resulting in a community that thrives.

Furthermore, it is important to do the same outside of our on-base community as well.  In an effort to learn Japan’s culture and to reduce the language barrier, I’ve taken Japanese courses with the University of Maryland University College.  Since I am a visitor in their country, I adapt to their laws and I am respectful toward their customs.  This enables me to represent the Air Force with the utmost propriety.

Although being on a base located in a foreign country can be challenging at times, there are rewards to contributing.  Volunteering, offering a helping hand, and setting examples all lead to a society where everyone looks after each other, allowing our Air Force community to unite.
