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      My Contributions to the Air Force
Elizabeth K. Doe

       I was born into the military life as my father serves in the United States Air Force. This lifestyle I have known since a child is one of transition and change. However, each new location our family is assigned has provided numerous opportunities for me to serve in the Air Force community. By participating in the YES program, I was able to retrieve packages for customers at the post office on base when we lived in Germany. Also, I have served the Security Forces personnel by delivering cookies to them while they are on duty during the winter. By taking the opportunity to find needs in the military community, I have been able to contribute to the Air Force as a dependent.
     The YES program or the Youth Extension Service program was created in order to give youth productive activities to participate in while their parent(s) were either deployed or engaged in work. While stationed at Ramstein Air Base, Germany I was able to participate in this beneficial program. By retrieving packages for the base community at the Post Office, I contributed to the Air Force’s growing need for volunteer dependent help in a communal place such as the Post Office. 

     On cold winter days, my mom and I have baked cookies and brought them to the Security Forces personnel checking IDs at the base gates. This contribution to their physical needs help boost their suffering morale, especially on Christmas Eve. Not only are they being served instead of having to serve, but they also are shown that the community of spouses and dependents appreciate their service in keeping the base safe. 
     The most important contribution however, that I can make to the Air Force is by simply serving my dad and respecting him as a leader in the United States Air Force. His late nights and numerous hours at the office to support his family are reason enough for me to serve the Air Force by serving him. I hope to leave my legacy in the Air Force by being recognized as the supportive and loving daughter serving behind my dad’s hard work in the military. 
     As I head out on my own and into college, I will always remember my memories from my Air Force days. I will forever be known as an Air Force brat, but will never regret the life I was blessed to live overseas and in numerous stateside locations. By taking the opportunity to serve through participating in the YES program or by making someone’s day through delivering cookies, I hope to have left a small positive mark in the Air Force community. 

