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As a military dependent, I did not choose to serve.  Instead, the life of the military was thrust upon me at birth.  Over time, I have learned to cope with frequent moves, my father’s deployments, and time away from my extended family by volunteering in my local community.  My handling of these situations is my contribution to the Air Force; it is the ability to embrace change that gives my father peace of mind, enabling him to serve his country to the best of his ability.  
When my family’s time to PCS comes, each person in my family has certain tasks to complete to ensure the smoothness of the move.  As the oldest child in my six-person family, I set the example for my three siblings: I help them to choose belongings to keep throughout the move, pack items correctly into boxes, and clean rooms to satisfaction.  This allows my parents to focus on important paperwork and other aspects of moving.  This serenity allows my father to transition from old to new duties.  Without endless worries of PCSing, my father could focus on leading and mentoring his airmen.    
Recently, my father deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Again, I was pushed into a position of responsibility.  At home, there were certain chores needed to be done to fill my father’s absence.  Thousands of miles away, my father did not have to stress over small tasks needing to be done at home.  Additionally, my family made numerous Skype video calls to boost my dad’s morale.  Because of my ability to assist my family with daily tasks and video calls, my father was able to concentrate on the Air Force’s mission without apprehensions at home.  

In addition to supporting my father, I have also supported the Air Force through the base chapel.  Through activities such as Club Beyond (local youth group) and a monthly Deployed Family Dinner, I have assisted other dependents through difficult times.  As a student leader for Club Beyond, I have volunteered numerous hours with middle school students, including a Spring Break trip to Belgium.  Because we live in England, I have helped students enjoy life and have new experiences far away from home.  At Deployed Family Dinners, I have conversed with peers who are experiencing strenuous situations; they are always encouraged to speak with someone who has been in a similar situation.  
In my seventeen years, the Air Force is all I have known.  Although I did not choose to serve in the Air Force, I embraced the opportunity to make a positive change for society.  Now I have chosen to continue to serve by earning my Aerospace Engineering degree and receiving my commission as an officer in the Air Force.  If chosen as recipient of this scholarship, Air Force Clubs will help me to continue contributing to the Air Force.  
