#96



My Contribution to the Air Force

Jason Clute

The Air Force is a volunteer force made up of men and women who chose to serve their country.  They are supported by their significant others, federal employees, and people that donate their time in honor of the military member’s sacrifice.  These people come from all walks of life, but follow the same selfless path.  I have walked in each of these footsteps.  Throughout the last decade I have made significant contributions to the Air Force as an Airman, spouse, civilian, and volunteer.


As an Airman I supported operation as a munitions system specialist.  I worked carefully and safely to ensure the mission was accomplished and my fellow Airmen were out of danger.  I learned how vast the reach of the Air Force is.  The impact I had could be felt through the world.  It was imperative that I always paid attention to detail.  I had zero safety accidents and made sure munitions were always ready for service locally or to be transported anywhere in the world.  
I left the active duty when I decided to get married.  However, it was clear that I was not done with the Air Force.  As a spouse, I am directly linked to my active duty wife.  When she is deployed, I must take over all aspects of the household.  This provides her with peace of mind that her children are safe and all her affairs are in order.  I also serve as the key spouse for my wife’s squadron.  This allows me to share information and help other spouses.  A great family relationship gives an Airman one less thing to worry about down range.  

Working as civilian, it is my job to directly support Airmen and their families.  Sharing information, resources, and providing opportunities to hard working families makes the Air Force a better place.  I explain how programs work by taking the time to communicate with families and Airmen.  These moments can make the difference between total frustration and complete relief.  Providing comfort and organization to the base is another way I can give back to the Air Force.  

Volunteering allows me to provide help where it is most need.  Children need coaches, messes need to be cleaned, and events need to be organized.  Each person on base has different preferences and skills.  By volunteering for a multitude of activities I can interact with a host of individuals.  If I take pride in an event, then maybe another person will.  This feeling is contagious and soon you have a base full of motivated people.  


I will contribute further by continuing to pursue my education.  Taking classes and achieving degrees will allow me to gain skills necessary to provide immense support to the Air Force community.  This progression will enable me to help more people, influence more programs, and gain more responsibility.  I will be able to train and lead the next generation of Airmen, spouses, civilians, and volunteers resulting in a lifetime effort of contribution to the Air Force.    
