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My Contribution(s) to the Air Force

   Julie Ruse

Like many of your applicants, I have been born and raised in an Air Force home. Though that lifestyle creates certain undesirable situations, such as frequently moving away from friends and established lives, I hold to the conviction that the military has given me so much more than it has taken away. Each of the twelve places I have lived offered me so many unique experiences and opportunities. I believe the military has strengthened my relationship with my family, taught me life lessons such as flexibility, and helped make me the person I am today. It is easy to list off ways in which the Air Force has served me, but perhaps not as obvious are the areas where I have been privileged to give back. For many years, I have served the Air Force through my ambassadorship for the military, partnership with the base chapels, and employment caring for the children of our service men and women.
I consider myself an ambassador for the military because civilians gain impressions of the Air Force through my attitude and testimony. I am able to maintain a positive attitude about moving new places because of the peace that I am there for a good reason and purpose. This attitude naturally affects my actions and therefore shines a positive light on the Air Force. Since being at college, I have shared with countless people positive things concerning my military background. Even during my visit to Brazil this summer, I was able to promote the US Air Force when Brazilian kids asked about America’s reaction to Osama Bin Laden’s death. 
The base chapels have really impacted my life as well as provided opportunities for me to serve. At Dover AFB in Delaware, I was heavily involved with the chapel youth group. I was a member of the leadership team, drama group and youth band. Through these positions, I was able to minister to people’s spiritual needs and I still communicate with some of the girls to this day. Also, I have volunteered at chapel Vacation Bible schools in at least three different bases.
After receiving babysitting training and CPR certification on military installations, I have been entrusted with the care of many children of active duty personnel through babysitting, tutoring, and nannying positions. Last summer I took this employment a step further and worked as a youth programs assistant at the Moody AFB Youth Center. There my duties included supervising field trips, planning/ coordinating crafts, caring for injuries, dealing with conflict among the children, etc. It was a rewarding experience.
I am very thankful for the amazing opportunities the Air Force has provided for my family and myself. Even the opportunities to volunteer my esteem, time, energy and services have been gifts because they have allowed me to grow and mature in so many ways. It has been an honor to serve the Air Force through providing for its families, and I look forward to continuing this mission in years to come.
