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MY CONTRIBUTION(S) TO THE AIR FORCE





Mark A. Brown


There is a Bible verse which reads, “To whom much is given, much is expected.” My life as an Air Force dependent has given me much.   It is because of this life I have been afforded the opportunity to reciprocate to the Air Force Community.  My contributions to the Air Force have been the results of travel, participation, and community service. 


Like many Air Force dependents, my family moved and traveled a lot.  It began with my birth in United Kingdom, and covered several stops including Turkey, Virginia,   Texas, Alabama, Pentagon, Mississippi and Illinois. These assignments posed unique options to contribute to the Air Force Community.  At an early age, I realized I was an unofficial Air Force Ambassador.  I wanted to make a good impression because I knew my actions were a reflection of myself, United States, and Air Force.  Consequently, I contributed to the Air Force’s continued reputation as a service of discipline, tolerance and respect.

Perhaps my greatest contribution to the Air Force Community has been the chance to serve. I have been fortunate to participate in numerous activities, clubs and teams.  Some were base affiliated, others originated from schools and the community where we lived.  My good fortune to partake in all these activities began at an early age and continues today.  For the past five years, I have volunteered with Vacation Bible School. I have also participated with annual Children’s Christmas parties, Easter Egg Hunts, Happy’s Children Christmas Club for underprivileged and economically disadvantaged youth, Angel Tree, fruit baskets delivery to the elderly and sick, Christians against Alcohol and Drugs (CAAD), and local air shows. Recently, I spent over 12 weeks volunteering at the local nursing home. Currently, I continue to volunteer with the community church assembling produce and food baskets, and assisting with Children’s Church at the base chapel. I love it! I met new and lifelong friends.  I discovered new things. I experienced the satisfaction of smiles on children’s faces when you help them with projects and appreciation from senior citizens because you spent time with them. My contributions were supposed to benefit others.  However, I soon realized these activities augmented my life as well. 

Living the Air Force life has given me great rewards.  I have reaped the benefits of traveling to exciting places, participating in activities, and meeting fascinating people. The opportunities to serve have not only enriched my life, but contributed to the Air Force as well.  Participation and volunteerism depicts the total embodiment of Air Force Core Values; Integrity, Service before Self, and Excellence in All We Do.  Like the Air Force, my contributions are not done for self fulfillment and notoriety, but for love of others, God and country. My contributions to the Air Force have not only been a privilege, but truly an honor.   

