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       My Contribution(s) to the Air Force

Patricia L. Gates

It’s difficult to come up with a direct contribution I have made to the Air Force, as I am just a dependent.  However, because I am “just a dependent,” I may give the biggest contribution. I am an ambassador. I am a volunteer.  I am a babysitter, advisor, and encourager.  I have never given the Air Force anything specific, but I have granted its members room to breathe.


As an “Air Force brat” I have moved around many times.  I have not only lived in the United States, but Germany and Turkey as well.  Having lived in these two countries, I have overcome the many changes of transitioning from the life of a stateside dependant to the life of a dependant living in a foreign country.  This transition is stressful for all family members, so when I found out that there was a sponsor who would help make this easier, I was inspired.  Since I was a teenager, I have used technology to help my fellow teenagers transition from the United States to Turkey.  I have helped many people, who later became my friends, learn how to entertain themselves on this base.  Being a leader in my community, as president of my Student Council and a sports captain and a Vacation Bible School helper and leader, I know a lot of what goes on inside of the school and can explain and describe what these future students should do to become more involved and make time at the base more fun.  Though this sounds like a contribution to dependants and dependants only, this service has helped military members worry less about how their families, specifically their children, will fit in a new community. Knowing that their children are going to adjust well takes a large weight off the shoulders of military members, and gives them more opportunity to in-process and focus on their new job.


After living in military communities and civilian communities, one realizes how different the lives of civilian teenagers are compared to those of military teenagers.  It’s very difficult to explain the difference between the two lives to most civilian teenagers.  They have difficulty understand not having a say in where you move or how long you live in one place.  These people have typically lived in the same state or city for the majority of their lives.  So, as a military dependant, I represent the Air Force as I explain, basically, why the military is the way it is.  I am an ambassador between the military and the civilian world.


It is apparent that none of my contributions directly affect the Air Force, however they do effect it indirectly.  I have lead people to help others.  I have cleared up confusion.  I haven’t run to the commander of the Air Force and enforced my opinions and beliefs.  I haven’t decided the future of a military member.  I have, however, helped rest the minds of military members by sharing my knowledge.
