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4,466 U.S service members have been killed in Operations Iraqi Freedom. 32, 120 U.S service members have been wounded in action. About 304, 921 people serve in the United States Air Force alone, thousands have been deployed, and unfortunately have greatly contributed to the loss of our military heroes. Everyday, troops are pursuing their mission to “fly, fight, win.” Motivated by these very words, troops are constantly risking their lives to secure the safety and freedom of our nation. Freedom is not free, and our troops are paying the cost every single second.

As a daughter of an Airman and also as an American citizen, it is my duty to contribute and help achieve the mission of the United States Air Force. Everyday, I work hard and strive to be the best. I have been taught how precious life truly is and to never take one day for guaranteed. The Air Force lifestyle has enriched me with the necessary tools so I too, can “fly” and achieve all my aspirations. 

As a college athlete, I know how significant work ethic is. Competition is fierce; time management is difficult, but all worthwhile in teaching important lessons for life after college. I know I must “fight” for what I want and “fight” for what is right. I want the community to be well informed of the importance of our Air Force and the sacrifices made daily to keep our community safe. It is my duty to be a positive role model in society and represent the Air Force in a positive light.

One night, my father, who has served in the military for over 29 years, and I went out to eat. As we reached the register to pay for our meals, a young man offered to pay. “It is the least I can do, for everything you have done for us,” were his words. I felt a sense of “win” at the moment. To “win” is not necessarily to succeed or to be number one. To “win” is to make a positive change in the lives of individuals. However, my father was just a part of this man’s appreciation. He appreciated the entire service. From that day on, I realized that to “win” I must continue leaving up to my potential, continue fulfilling the needs of the nation as a whole, but most of all continue educating the community on the importance of the United States Air Force.

I may not be dressed in a military uniform or fighting on the battlefield, but I am always pursing the mission of our United States Air Force. Troops have fought and will continue to fight for my life and the lives of others. The least I can do is contribute back by being my best, respecting our troops, and promising to never take my freedom for granted. Every day, I must “fly, fight, win.”

