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Wayne E. Amann

I’ve had the privilege of contributing to the United States Air Force – as an active duty Airman, a contractor, a NAF employee and a DAF civilian. I began in 1971, as a blue suitor, in the intelligence career field. Then in 1974 my career path changed forever when I cross-trained into public affairs, specifically radio and television broadcasting. That training honed my speaking and writing abilities, enabling me to give the Air Force my very best to this day.


I learned early on as an Air Force broadcaster my contributions were difficult to quantify. Once I said something on the air it was gone and forgotten, or so I thought. Then, listeners and viewers, people who I didn’t know, but who knew me because of my job, told me what I did on the air impacted them in positive ways. Granted, they were captive audiences because we were the lone English-speaking radio or TV outlet where they were stationed. Still, their appreciation for what I was doing motivated me to do well – for them. Because, while it was gratifying to win awards for my contributions, the kudos that gave me the most job satisfaction came from those who I was there to serve.


Fast forward to my contractor days as a staff writer with the Lackland Air Force Base newspaper, the Talespinner, where I pursued my second passion, sportswriting (sportscasting is my first). The paper lacked a sportswriter to cover the myriad of athletic programs on base so I was given free reign to build the sports section from scratch. The section grew to as many as two and one half pages per week during the busiest seasons. The coverage became so popular, that organization commanders posted stories about their team’s exploits on their bulletin boards to promote morale. Once again, I knew I was making a difference.

Mr. Jerry Stanfill, then the Director or Lackland Services, liked what he read so much, he hired me to work in his marketing department as a non-appropriated fund writer/briefer. Briefing basic trainees and their families about what Services offered them was especially satisfying because their gratitude was so genuine. It was inspiring to get newly-minted Airmen and their families off on the right foot. 


From there I joined the civil service ranks as the sportswriter/editor of the Air Force Academy newspaper, the Academy Spirit, where I experienced the far reaching effects of my work among Academy cadets, alumni and Falcon sports fans worldwide who follow their favorite school with a family-type pride.


Which brings me to present day as the Chief of Community Relations with the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Agency, the organization I started with as an Airman. It’s a role where my interaction with the public usually ends with a “Thank you for your service.” Thanks to the Air Force I’m a communicator. So, I feel it’s only right I reciprocate by using those skills to proudly tell the Air Force story. 
